The Epistle to the Romans    Study 2

Suggested outline of the Book of Romans (Wiersbe)

Theme:  The righteousness of God

Theme verse:  Romans 1:17, "For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith."

I. Introduction (Romans 1:1-17)

II. Sin – Righteousness Demanded (Romans 1:18-3:20)

a. The Gentile world is guilty (Romans 1:18-32)

b. The Jewish world is guilty (Romans 2:1-3:8)

c. The whole world is guilty (Romans 3:9-20)

III. Salvation – Righteousness Declared (Romans 3:21-5:21)

a. Justification explained (Romans 3:21-31)

b. Justification illustrated in Abraham (Romans 4)

c. Justification explained in Adam (Romans 5)

IV. Sanctification – Righteousness Defended (Romans 6-8)

a. Victory – the flesh (Romans 6)
b. Liberty – the Law (Romans 7)

c. Security – the Spirit (Romans 8)

V. Sovereignty – Righteousness Declined (Romans 9-11)

a. Israel’s past riches (Romans 9)

b. Israel’s present rejection (Romans 10)

c. Israel’s future restoration (Romans 11)

VI. Service – Righteousness Demonstrated (Romans 12:1-15:7)

a. In the church body (Romans 12)

b. In society (Romans 13)

c. Toward the weaker believer (Romans 14:1-15:7)

VII. Conclusion (Romans 15:8-16-27)

Introduction  (Part 2)
1. What was the purpose of Paul’s writing the letter to the Romans?

Romans 1: 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; 

12 That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. 

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.

Romans 1:15, "So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also."

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Did Paul ever visit Roman before?
11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established;

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Paul’s Credential
Romans 1: 1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 

2 (Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures) 

3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; 

4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 

5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name: 

6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 

7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ…”  The word servant here means a bond servant. In Exodus 21:2-6 we read, "If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. If he came in by himself, he shall go out by himself: if he were married, then his wife shall go out with him. If his master have given him a wife, and she have born him sons or daughters; the wife and her children shall be her master's, and he shall go out by himself. And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free: Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an aul; and he shall serve him for ever."

What kind of a servant was the Apostle Paul to the Lord Jesus Christ in comparison to such a Hebrew servant to his master?  What kind of servants should we be to the Lord?  How can we be?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Paul was called to be an apostle (a person who is sent – someone specially commissioned, an ambassador) of the Lord.                           
Acts 1:21 Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 

22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 

23 And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 

24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, 

25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place.” 
Based on Acts 1:21-25, did Paul qualify to be an apostle (like one of the twelve)?   Read Acts 26:12-18
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Are there apostles like the twelve today?  In a general sense we are supposed to be apostles.  How can we be?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. He was separated unto the gospel of God.  He was set apart by God for the purpose of preaching the Gospel.  Now we might not be set apart for the Gospel of God, as Paul was, but what is the Lord’s teaching in regards to our spreading the Gospel?  Read Acts 1:8 and discuss our role.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The Gospel 

The word ‘Gospel’ simply means good news.  In verse 1 it is said to be the Gospel of God and in verse 9 it is said to be the Gospel of His Son.  
7. In verse 3 we read that the Gospel concerns His Son.  It is clear that the Lord Jesus Christ is the theme of the Gospel.  What is the significance of Paul’s saying that Jesus “ ….was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:”?  How many natures does the Lord have?  What are they?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

8. Acts 13:32-33, "And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers,  God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee."
Explain why God declared Jesus to be the Son of God when Jesus resurrected from the dead?  Does it mean that He was not the Son of God up till then?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

9. The Gospel was not something new in the early church but God “had promised (it) afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures.”  For example, refer to Genesis 3:15,  Isaiah 53, Isaiah 55.   The Gospel in a nutshell is given to us in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;  By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:"
What is the key word in regards to the test of the authenticity of the Gospel?  Why is it so needful to stress this word?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10. Romans 1:5-6, "By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:  Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ:"   Paul said he received grace and apostleship to bring about obedience to the saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ among all nations he preached to.  Paul received his apostleship by the grace of the Lord.  What talents have you that you have not received from the Lord?  Paul made use of his talent, what are you doing with your talents?  What commitment have you made to make use of your talents?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

11. With reference verse 7, what is a ‘saint’?  Are you a saint?  What makes you so sure you are or are not?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

12. The church in Rome was not founded by Peter as taught by the Roman Catholics.  We know this to be a fact because in the last chapter of the book when Paul mentioned the names of the people in the church and the names of those saluting the church, Peter’s name was not mentioned.  Paul also made this clear in regards to his policy of ministering Romans 15:20, "Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation:"  In his letter his message was for Gentiles as well as for Jews.  It appeared that this church was predominantly a Gentile one, but there were many Jews too.
There is a possibility that the church was started by those Jews from Rome who went to the city of Jerusalem at Pentecost and were converted.  Upon their return they started this church. Acts 2:8-10, "And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?  Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,  Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,"
If in fact the church was started by these converted at Pentecost,  that action of theirs was most commendable.  What kind of service are you offering to the Lord now?  Should you be posted interstate or outside of Australia, what is the possibility of your being like those ‘strangers of Rome’?  Would you make a commitment now?
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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